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Athletics Chair to boost spirit 
m liVTSSi* 




The University of San 
Diego is not known for its 
stellar school spirit and 
devotion to athletics. In an 
Photo courtesy of USD Bull Pit/Facebook 
new Atheltics Chair position are growing the Bull Pit, the student cheering section, and 
attempt to solve this problem, 
Associated Students (AS) 
electronically distributed a 
campuswide vote on March 2 
to amend the AS Constitution 
to add a new executive board 
position. The amendment 
was approved 478-91 votes. 
According to the AS 
Constitution, the Athletics 
Chair will be a liaison between 
the Athletics administration 
and the student body. The 
chairperson will also lead 
spirit initiatives for the school. 
Senior Danny McConville, 
AS Communications Chair, 
commentedonthenewposition. 
"Associated Students 
feels that this position will 
See ATHLETICS Page 3 
New restrictions 
on travel and 
electronics 
Photo courtesy of DanpaluskaA/Vikimedia Commons 
TSA regulations restrict passengers traveling from Muslim 
countries from bringing their large electronics on board. 
GLENN MCDONELL 
& DANIEL BUSHNER 
Contributors 
A new set of security 
policies announced by the 
federal government will 
add more restrictions for 
international passengers 
traveling into the United States. 
Many of these travelers 
are also USD international 
students who return home 
to their families and friends 
in between semesters. 
The new TSA regulations 
will require several airlines 
including Emirates, Etihad, 
and Qatar Airways, all based 
in the Middle East and North 
Africa to prevent travelers 
bound for the U.S. from taking 
their laptops, tablets, and 
See FLIGHTS Page 4 
Rally at the 
Border cancelled 
Terror threats addressed to the We Are 
One Foundation regarding march 
TAYLER 
REVIERE VERNINAS 
Asst. News Editor 
The much-anticipated 
Rally at the Border was 
cancelled last Thursday, 
days before the planned 
event. Claims of terror bomb 
threats and significant security 
risks were said to be the 
reason for the cancellation. 
University of San Diego 
junior and Student Director 
for the rally, Natasha Salgado, 
explained the situation in detail. 
"The president of the 
foundation received emailed 
threats in regards to safety 
concerns," Salgado said. 
"We wanted to make sure 
that everyone was safe, and 
we didn't want to put them 
in a situation where they 
would want to come but be in 
fear and constant agitation." 
The Speak Out Forum 
continued on Friday, March 
23 despite the cancellation of 
the rally. Guest speakers who 
planned to present at the rally 
facilitated the forum at the 
Kroc Institute for Peace and 
Justice Theatre. The forum 
was previously labeled as the 
We Are One Forum, however, 
the title was altered after the 
foundation cancelled the event. 
Salgado shared why 
this alteration occurred. 
"The We Are One name 
did not encompass the goal 
of the event which was for 
community and students 
members to 'speak out' about 
the issues and topics they 
were concerned on," Salgado 
said. "We wanted it to be a 
conversational program." 
The President of the 
WAO foundation, Lawrence 
Nathaniel, did not respond to 
The USD Vista's questions 
about the rally's cancellation. 
Several members of 
the community attended and 
engaged in an interactive forum 
regarding issues of immigration 
policies and solutions. 
Josh Caballero, 
President of the San Diego 
Progressive Democrats, was 
one of the speakers on behalf 
of the on-campus forum. 
"I know there were 
a couple of terror bomb 
threats on the communities," 
Caballero said. "There was a 
serious mishandling of how the 
See RALLY Page 2 
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Rally at the Border cancelled 
RALLY continued 
from Front Page 
information was disseminated. 
If you are within a hundred 
miles of the border, the Border 
Patrol can detain you or 
me, and it does not matter if 
you are legal. They will take 
you if there is reasonable 
suspicion that there is actually 
a possibility of a person 
being in this country illegally." 
Marco Amaral, graduate 
student at the School of 
Leadership and Education 
Sciences and community 
member of the South 
Bay Collective, explained 
his reasons for helping 
disassemble the rally. 
"My main role here at 
the Speak Out forum was to 
speak out my frustrations as 
a USD student, but also my 
frustrations of the dynamic 
of being a USD student and 
one who lives south of the 8 
freeway," Amaral said. "I had 
a role in dismantling the Rally 
at the Border scheduled for 
Saturday. IMarch 25], and 
there were a couple reasons 
why. The primary reason was 
safety issues. We believe there 
are activists, revolutionary 
traditions of the South Bay 
that were not transparent 
or communicated to us." 
Amaral explained 
how one of the intentions 
of the rally organizers was 
to be in communication 
with police authorities. 
"We know that, 
traditionally, the police have 
always been on the side of 
the oppressors in South Bay 
and that is why, when they 
contacted the police, the 
police contacted Immigration 
Customs and Enforcement 
(ICE), and the California 
Border Patrol," Amaral said. 
"So here you were going to 
have this huge rally at the 
border with potentially many 
undocumented people and 
families. There is ICE and 
immigration and the police; 
all three agencies in one 
space. How is our community 
supposed to feel safe in 
light of what has happened 
with those institutions?" 
According to Amaral, 
another issue with the rally 
was how the organizations 
and collectives within 
these communities were 
disregarded and not 
taken into consideration. 
"We saw this as a very 
much top-down approach, 
and, in those communities, 
we work from the bottom-up," 
Amaral said. "They are coming 
into our communities and 
telling us how we should rally 
and protest, when we have 
been doing this for decades, 
way before it was popular." 
Amaral attributed 
yet another reason for the 
cancellation of the rally as a 
result of a lack of transparency 
and failed communication. 
"We saw all of the 
nice lineups and flyers [for 
the event], and we asked 
ourselves, 'Where is this 
money coming from? Who is 
this foundation?'" Amaral said. 
"Oh, they are tied to the Obama 
foundation, which is tied to the 
Democrats. Our movement, 
the immigration movement, 
cannot be tied to a political 
party. Movements have to be 
autonomous for themselves 
and be about the community 
and the people [they] affect. 
It cannot be about political 
parties. It is about a border 
wall that goes against our 
common sense humanity— 
that's what it is about. We 
Tayler Reviere Verninas/The USD Vista 
The Speak Out forum featured speakers, activists, and members of the San Diego 
community in an interactive discussion about the current political situation of 
immigration. 
original goals for speaking 
at the rally and the true 
message that continues 
despite the cancellation. 
"My goal as a speaker for 
the rally was to make sure that 
the people in the community 
had a chance to make sure their 
voices were heard," Caballero 
said. "It is unfortunate that 
the rally has been cancelled. 
"When organizations seem to fall apart, it 
can bring a lot of disheartening ideas to 
these people. One thing we want to make 
sure that we save from this is that we are 
not giving up, and we are trying to make, 
sure that everyone is safe." 
-Josh Caballero 
did not want our movement 
to be co-opted as it has been 
historically by institutions such 
as the Democratic Party." 
Caballero stated his 
But the message of what 
it represents is not gone. 
When organizations seem to 
fall apart it can bring a lot of 
disheartening ideas to these 
people. One thing we want to 
make sure that we save from 
this is that we are not giving 
up, and we are trying to make 
sure that everyone is safe. 
That is the key thing here." 
Caballero explained that 
the original rally organizers 
made an executive decision 
to cancel because they 
could not assure the safety 
of the immigrants that 
were going to be there. 
"There is going to be 
another rally shortly that is 
going to be more organized 
from the grassroots," Caballero 
said. "That was one of the 
main issues: an organization 
came in from out of town trying 
to set up the event. But we are 
taking the event into our own 
hands and make sure that 
we have community support 
from all levels to ensure that 
the rally is successful, safe, 
and the message is clear and 
concise, [that] the message 
of protecting our immigrants 
in our country is heard, and 
[we want to make] sure that 
we as a community stand 
with our brothers and sisters 
to ensure that they know we 
are standing by their side." 
Caballero encouraged 
USD students who were 
planning on attending 
the rally to continue to be 
aware of and participate 
at these local events. 
"Stay tuned. Get active. 
Figure it out by going to 
local Facebook groups or an 
organizing rally," Caballero 
said. "Those are where the 
connections are. If you go 
there, you will be able to 
be inputted and be apart of 
building a rally and feeling 
that experience of having 
thousands of people show 
up for an issue that matters. 
Get involved and make sure 
that the next rally doesn't fail." 
The student organizers, 
Natasha Salgado and 
Mohamed M. Elnakib, have 
tentatively planned the next 
rally at the border for May 13. 
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Athletics Chair added to AS Executive Board 
ATHLETICS continued 
from Front Page 
help create better school spirit 
that surrounds the realm of 
athletics," McConville said. "As 
many students know, school 
spirit has not been strong, 
and the position aims to be 
the perfect start to solving 
this issue. The Athletics 
Chair will give a student 
more freedom to try and 
create a sense of community 
at our sporting events." 
According to AS 
President TJ Hodges, the 
Athletics Chair's budget 
will be separate from the 
student organization budget. 
"The finance committee 
distributes about $1.2 million 
every year," Hodges said. 
"About $75,000 of that goes 
to student organizations. 
Since this is an executive 
position, they will have 
their own budget that they 
will have to get approved 
by the [Student] Senate." 
This budget is supposed 
to go toward spirit initiatives 
and programs, including 
the Bull Pit, which will be 
led by the Athletics Chair. 
The AS Bylaws were 
also amended by the Senate 
to outline the duties of 
the Athletics Chair. In 20 
bulletpoints, the bylaws lay 
out expectations from spirit 
initiatives to interactions with 
the Athletics Department. 
Some of the duties include 
meeting with every athletic 
team coach at least once a 
year, attending all Student 
Athlete Advisory Committee 
meetings, working with the 
Torero Program Board for 
sports-related programming, 
frequently attending NCAA 
games, and serving as 
the AS representative on 
the Athletics Committee 
of the Board of Trustees. 
Sophomore Mary 
Clancy is on the swim team 
at USD. Clancy said that she 
is interested in running for 
the Athletics Chair position in 
the upcoming AS elections. 
"I would like to 
run, depending On time 
commitments for various 
meetings the position requires, 
because I am very passionate 
about school spirit on campus," 
Clancy said. "I want to begin 
initiatives to get more students 
to games, wear USD apparel, 
and overall have a stronger 
sense of pride in the school." 
As a student athlete, 
Clancy said that there 
is a distancing between 
athletes and the other 
organizations on campus. 
"I never felt a lack of 
support, just a disconnect 
between athletics and the 
rest of campus," Clancy said. 
"I hope this position allows 
greater communication 
of needs between the 
athletic department and 
the student government." 
Sophomore Om Kanwar 
is a residential senator on AS. 
Kanwar said he was one of 
the driving forces behind the 
formation of the Athletics Chair. 
"I used to be on the 
cross-country team," Kanwar 
said. "As a former student 
athlete, I understood where 
the school was lacking. Often 
times I felt, in my time as an 
athlete at least, that we were 
a little isolated from the rest of 
campus. I think there are better 
ways to integrate athletics with 
the rest of campus so that 
student-athletes and the rest of 
the athletics department isn't 
isolated and thus there would 
be more fluency from one 
end of campus to the other." 
As a big supporter 
for the position, Kanwar 
said that he was excited to 
see how it will affect USD. 
"It is an exciting time at 
USD," Kanwar said. "There 
is a chance for tangible 
change that the students can 
experience. They will see 
it when there are a bunch 
of people at the games." 
Hodges explained 
his motivations behind 
creating this position. 
"It originated with me," 
Hodges said. "I noticed a trend 
where every year students 
would campaign for more 
school spirit and attempt to 
do something about it and to 
change structurally. We needed 
a student voice in athletics." 
Hodges said that, 
as a student athlete, 
he brought a different 
agenda to his presidency 
than his predecessors. 
"I am the first student 
athlete president in twenty 
years," Hodges said. "I had 
an inside view of athletics. 
There would have been 
things left unaddressed if I 
had not addressed them." 
Hodges said that he first 
saw the need for the position 
when the new Athletic Director, 
Bill McGillis, was hired. 
"When the new Athletic 
Director was hired [in the fall], 
there was not much student 
input in that decision," Hodges 
said. "I noticed this and so did 
other student athletes. I tried 
to get a student on the board, 
but it didn't work. We then 
had a bigger meeting with 
athletics, administration, and 
student athletes about input 
in the athletics department." 
Since the position is 
integrated into the structure 
of AS, and it is an elected 
position, Hodges said he thinks 
it will have a greater impact. 
"We need a student 
that addresses school spirit," 
Hodges said. "The position 
is merging with Bull Pit: they 
will have a budget, and it 
will be someone who can 
be elected, so they can 
campaign and be known 
among the student body." 
With AS elections 
around the corner, the USD 
student body will be able 
to decide who they want to 
take on the position. Who 
knows, maybe Torero Stadium 
will be packed in the fall. 
Womxn's Herstory Month exhibit 
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Asst. News Editor 
In honor of National 
Women's Month, the Women's 
Center at the University of 
San Diego has organized 
an exhibit recognizing the 
intersectionality of women, 
a term that recognizes 
the intersection of various 
identities for individuals. 
Across from the USD Torero 
Store is the Womxn's Herstory 
Month exhibit displaying this 
year's theme of "Community at 
the Intersections." According 
Dray Wilson/The USD Vista 
exhibit featured a feminine hygiene donation box, intersectional display, and notecards for students to write where their 
to the Women's Center, 
staff created this display to 
honor the need for visibility of 
women, their achievements, 
and the obstacles they face. 
Senior and staff 
member at the Women's 
Center Maria Dimachkie 
explained the purpose for 
choosing this year's theme. 
"The theme of a 
lot of our stuff this year 
was on community and 
intersectionality," Dimachkie 
said. "We want to honor all of 
the different, diverse women 
at USD who make it what 
it is. We want to honor how 
intersections of identities 
overlap and contribute to 
making our community what 
it is. We wanted to create a 
space to intentionally display 
that and focused on it being 
simple for people to visually 
see the amazing women 
this community is built on." 
As stated on the posters, 
the term "womxn" attempts 
to support those individuals 
whose experiences exist 
beyond the societal norms 
"The 'x'is being intentional about who 
we are, including when we use the word 
women. The word 'women'has been used 
to describe a very specific idea and so the 
'x'is to be inclusive of however someone 
identifies." 
-Maria Dimachkie 
of "womanhood." Their goal 
for using this term was to 
expand on the identities and 
experiences of women of color, 
transgender individuals, and 
non-binary/non-conforming 
persons. According to the 
Women's Center, the term 
"womxn" is more inclusive 
than "women" because the "x" 
breaks apart the patriarchal 
standard of language, conveys 
that women are not a subset 
of man, and disrupts the 
concept of the gender binary. 
Dimachkie described 
the significance of the 
See RALLY Page 3 
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Electronics ban affects flights from Muslim countries 
FLIGHTS continued 
from Front Page 
several other large electronic 
devices in their carry-on 
luggage, according to The 
Washington Post. Of all the 
airlines on the list, not one 
of them is American based. 
The U.S. government has 
pointed to recent intelligence 
that indicates the Islamic 
State is developing new 
methods for hiding explosives 
in portable electronic devices. 
Reports from the New York 
Times also suggest that this 
practice has been attempted 
by other terrorist groups 
of the region such as Al 
Qaeda in the recent past. 
Whether this intelligence 
points to specific plans 
on the part of the Islamic 
State remains unclear. 
According to the NYT, 
Republican Representative 
Peter King, who sits on 
the House Intelligence 
and Homeland Security 
Committees, claimed that 
the ban was in response 
to a tangible threat. 
"It was based on 
recent intelligence .reports 
which are fairly recent 
and which constitute 
intelligence of something 
possibly planned," he said. 
These new regulations on 
electronics come on the heels 
of the Trump administration's 
executive order banning travel 
from several Muslim-majority 
nations. The "Muslim Ban," as 
it was called, seemed to result 
in a great deal of distress and 
criticism across the country 
and within the University 
of San Diego community. 
Elona Bebla, a 
sophomore international 
relations major and Catholic 
Relief Services University 
Ambassador, was one of the 
many students who questioned 
the usefulness and the 
legality of the ban at the time. 
"I'm all about national 
security, but for me it just 
doesn't seem like these 
policies are being thought 
through," Bebla said. 
She said the new 
regulations on electronics 
are no different for her. 
"I see this recent policy 
changeaspartofagreatertrend 
with this new administration," 
Bebla said. "It really just 
feels like our enforcement 
resources are being wasted." 
Others around campus 
share this sentiment. 
Mohammed Alzamel is a 
sophomore whose family lives 
in Kuwait, one of the countries 
included in the new restrictions. 
"It isn't a disincentive 
for my parents and other 
family members to travel to 
the U.S., but it is a targeted 
restriction that I don't 
think is fair," Alzamel said. 
Alzamel also 
questioned the practical 
purpose of the policy. 
"If they wanted to 
ensure security, why not 
enforce these regulations 
universally?" Alzamel said. 
Ahmed Al Marzooqi is 
an international student and 
finance major from the United 
Arab Emirates who often 
returns to the U.A.E. to visit 
his family. Marzooqi flies out of 
one of the airports implicated 
in the new electronics ban. 
"Every time I'm in the 
airport in [the United Arab 
Emirates], I notice that 
the American flights are 
empty, and this is because 
everyone, . including myself, 
is flying Emirates to get into 
the U.S.," Marzooqi said. 
Sadiya Hassan is a 
sophomore with relatives in 
Saudi Arabia, another country 
implicated in the ban. Hassan 
pointed out another criticism of 
the electronic ban. Her cousin 
travels for business, and she 
highlighted that, for students, 
journalists, or international 
business travelers, an 
inability to work on their 
laptops during a 15-hour 
flight provides a challenge. 
"Having my laptop on a 
flight isn't that important for 
me, but I can see people like 
my cousin having to choose a 
different airline because using a 
laptop is absolutely necessary 
for them," Sadiya said. 
Many in the academic 
research community have 
pointed to inconsistencies 
that seem to eliminate 
the possibility that these 
restrictions on electronics 
will be effective in protecting 
against potential threats. 
Nicholas Weaver is a 
researcher at the International 
Computer Science Institute at 
the University of California, 
Berkeley. In an interview 
with The Guardian, Weaver 
questioned the new 
limitations on such grounds. 
"If you assume the 
attacker is interested in 
turning a laptop into a bomb, 
it would work just as well in 
the cargo hold," Weaver said. 
Erroil Southers of 
the Homegrown Violent 
Extremism Studies 
Program at the University 
of Southern California 
voiced similar criticisms. 
"[The electronic ban] 
does little to minimize the 
threat of a remote controlled 
[improvised explosive device]," 
Southers said in an interview 
with The New York Times. 
This apparent divide 
between the new regulations 
and the administration's 
espoused goals of increasing 
homeland security is why 
Marzooqi is considering 
possible alternative motives 
for this change in policy. 
"This ban is focused 
only on a few specific airlines 
flying out of particular airports-
basically it's not aimed at 
the people, it's aimed at the 
airlines themselves," he said. 
For him, the 
restrictions seem much 
more business motivated. 
"I see it as a way to 
attract more customers to 
the American competitors 
at these airports," he said. 
Abraham Newman, a 
professor of political science 
at Georgetown University, 
agrees with his assessment. 
"Three of the airlines that 
have been targeted for these 
measures—Emirates, Etihad, 
and. Qatar Airways—have 
long been accused by their 
U.S. competitors of receiving 
massive subsidies from their 
governments. These airlines 
have been worried that 
President Trump was going 
to retaliate, and this may be 
that retaliation," he wrote in a 
piece for The New York Times. 
The questions and 
concerns of policy analysts, 
business travelers, and 
students within the USD 
community all seem to 
challenge both the function 
and the motivation of this new 
policy. The degree to which 
these new regulations will 
serve our national security 
goals remains to be seen. 
Exhibit focuses on intersectional identities 
WOMEN from page 3 
implementation of the "x." 
"The 'x' is being 
intentional about who we are, 
including when we use the 
word women," Dimachkie 
said. "The word 'women' 
has been used to describe 
a very specific idea and so 
the 'x' is to be inclusive of 
however someone identifies." 
The first section of the 
exhibit features a poster 
asking viewers to reflect 
on their different identities 
and write which ones 
intersect on the provided 
piece of paper. Participants 
posted their paper on the 
wall next to other people's 
papers in an "x" formation. 
Junior Miranda Maher 
explained that she enjoyed 
this part of the exhibit where 
people could write down 
their identities and add to 
the "x" formation on the wall. 
"It is an attempt to 
deconstruct our patriarchal 
society," Maher said. "It's cool 
to see women on our campus 
celebrate the multiple layers of 
identities they have. However, 
I think visually the display 
could have been improved." 
Maher shared 
why displaying these 
particular exhibits on 
campus are important. 
"I feel like oppression 
is rooted in putting people in 
a box," Maher said. "When 
Dray Wilson/The USD Vista 
The Womxn's Herstory Month 
needs. 
oppressed groups can show 
they have identities that 
lie outside of the box, they 
ean work toward reframing 
society's view of women 
in the workplace, at home, 
etc. Because women make 
up one group in society 
that has been oppressed, 
there are also subgroups of 
women experiencing more 
extreme or different types of 
oppression. By recognizing 
exhibit featured a feminine hygiene donation box to support homeless women with period 
our intersectionality and 
those of others, all of us 
women can come together to 
appreciate our differences." 
Dimachkie also 
expressed that she 
believes it is important to 
recognize the intersections 
of individual identities. 
"The first step for 
anything is to recognize 
the intersectionality within 
yourself," Dimachkie said. 
"You have to take a step back 
and think about your own 
identities and privileges. You 
have to consider how they 
overlap, play into each other, 
or how they inform how you 
interact with other people. My 
intersections are different than 
other people's, and it forms 
the way in which I experience 
the world. Once you 
develop that understanding, 
you can organically be 
respectful, mindful, and 
intentional of other. people." 
Dimachkie emphasized 
that she believes it takes time 
and practice to be mindful of 
the complexity and diversity 
of individual's identities. 
The Women's Center 
and its on-campus exhibit 
show the Torero community's 
intent for understanding 
how the complexities of 
individuals can intersect. 
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Seas of flowers bloom in the desert 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord.walker 
An unprecedented 
amount of rain in 2016 and 
2017 has brought vibrant 
vegetation to drought-stricken 
California. Because of the 
unusually wet winter season, 
the hills are greener, flowers 
are abundant, and this year, 
springtime is truly in the air. 
California's deserts are 
experiencing what many have 
dubbed a "super bloom," a 
kind of explosion of flowers 
across the normally barren 
desert landscape. Wildflowers 
of all types and colors are 
currently covering hundreds 
of acres of desert—truly 
a sight to behold. Seas of 
yellow, orange, and purple go 
on for miles in Anza-Borrego 
Desert. This kind of bloom only 
happens once a decade or so. 
Thousands have flocked 
to the desert to see the bloom, 
including many University of 
San Diego students. While the 
630,000 acre Anza-Borrego 
State Park is used to having 
a wide range of campers, 
hikers, and sightseers, the 
sheer volume of tourists is 
Freshman Darlene Ngo visited the Anza-Borrego State Park to see the "super bloom." 
unheard of for the park. The 
nearby town of around 5,000, 
Borrego Springs, has had 
to adjust to accommodate 
the influx of outsiders. The 
normally sleepy town has had 
its motels booked completely 
full and its restaurants packed 
with new faces. Though 
tourists undoubtedly provide 
the town's business owners 
with some extra customers, 
the "super bloom" also has the 
possibility of causing tension 
between tourists and the locals. 
There is already a traffic 
advisory in place for areas 
around Borrego Springs, and 
there could be traffic delays of 
up to several hours on roads in 
and out of the area, especially 
on weekends. If you'd like to 
see the flowers, it may be best 
to go on a weekday when it is 
less crowded. The San Diego 
County Sheriff's Department 
also issued a few tips for tourists 
visiting the area so as to keep 
everything running smoothly. 
For any USD students 
who would like to check out 
the flowers, go soon, otherwise 
the flowers may start to wilt 
as we get closer to summer. If 
you're going to venture out to 
the desert, be safe, prepared, 
Photo courtesy of Anna Colman 
and above all, be respectful. 
If you'd like to see the 
flowers but can't make it to 
Anza-Borrego, there are some 
amazing photos on Instagram 
underthehashtags#supeTb\oo<m 
and #superb/oom2017. If 
you can, grab a few friends, 
pick your favorite road trip 
playlist, and head out to the 
desert before the once-in-a-
decade "super bloom" ends. 
Photo courtesy of Leslie Gobel 
USD friends Leslie Gobel and Grace O'Brien pose for a picture among the flowers. 
Photo courtesy of Carmen Hanson 
Stepping carefully between the blooming desert flowers. 
San Diego County Sherrif's Department 
tips for visiting the "super bloom" 
- If you plan on visiting during a weekend, expect 
traffic delays up to several hours on roads 
leading in and out of Borrego Springs 
- Do not stop your vehicle in the middle of the 
road. Find a legal spot to park on the side of the 
road or in a parking lot 
- Respect private property. Anyone caught 
damaging or parking on private property will be 
cited 
- Pick up any trash you have and 
dispose of it properly 
- Come prepared by bringing plenty of water, 
food/snacks and make sure your cell phone is 
fully charged 
- Check the pressure 
on your vehicle's tires 
before the drive out to 
Borrego Springs 
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"Beauty and the Beast": a stale rehash? 
WALKER CHUPPE 
Arts & Culture Editor 
@lord.walker 
The new "Beauty and the 
Beast" is one of the hottest 
movies at the box office right 
now, grossing $541.2 million 
since its Mar. 16 debut. This 
seems to be due to the fact 
that it is a remake of one of 
Disney's most successful 
films. But the question is, 
can this classic Disney 
remake stand on its own, or 
does it need the support of 
the original to be relevant? 
Unfortunately, that 
question doesn't exactly have 
a straightforward answer. In 
short, the new "Beauty and 
the Beast" is a high-quality 
movie, certainly worth seeing 
if you enjoy fantasy films. So 
yes, it is a good enough film 
to stand on its own, but where 
it gets complicated is when it 
is compared to the original. 
Emma Watson plays a 
convincing Belle, and Dan 
Stevens is a very likable Beast, 
perhaps even more likable 
than the prince. Luke Evans 
is an insufferable Gaston, 
meaning he was successful 
in his role as well. Overall, the 
Photo courtesy of Disney Movie Trailers/Youtube 
The live-action version of "Beauty and the Beast" places a modern twist on a classic story. 
Beast" has perhaps become 
too overdone and "Hollywood." 
"I couldn't help but feel that 
the more-is-more philosophy 
that lurks behind many of 
these remakes weighs down 
not just the story but some 
key performances," Ebert 
said. "This 'Beauty' is too often 
beset by blockbuster bloat." 
"I couldn't help but feel that the more-is-
more philosophy that lurks behind many of 
these remakes weighs down not just the 
story but some key performances." 
-Roger Ebert 
performances by the actors 
were compelling all around, the 
story is timeless, and the film 
is well composed. However, 
there are a few differences 
between the old film and the 
new, and the modern additions 
were not entirely beneficial. 
In his review of the live-
action remake, renowned film 
critic Roger Ebert saw that 
this version of "Beauty and the 
Parallels between Belle 
and the Beast both losing 
their mothers appeared forced 
to an engaged viewer, yet 
would likely go unnoticed by 
children watching anyhow. 
Many of the new additions to 
the revamped "Beauty and 
the Beast" seemed contrived 
and forced. A scene in which 
Belle appears to invent a type 
of washing machine feels out 
of place, although designed 
to add to the modern Belle's 
sharp wit and feminist appeal. 
The supporting cast 
is racially diverse, and the 
film suggests gay innuendo, 
both of which are welcome 
and progressive, but the 
execution was not quite 
seamless. Much like Belle's 
blunt feminism in the modern 
take, these new elements 
in the film feel too obvious, 
or perhaps disingenuous at 
worst. We're all for equality 
and independent women, but 
it seems Disney could have 
woven these elements into 
the film a bit more artfully. 
At times, the film can feel 
pushy and unbelievable—a 
bit like a university pamphlet 
on diversity—but it has 
good intentions at heart. 
Overall, these negatives 
hardly detract from the film 
at all, but can break the 
viewer's connection with the 
screen for a moment or two. 
Perhaps the storyline would 
have been more polished if 
Disney had refrained from 
"modernizing" parts of it, 
but it remains enjoyable 
to watch nonetheless. 
"Beauty and the Beast" 
is still heartwarming, it still 
tugs at your emotions, and 
it still has the power to 
If "Beauty and the Beast" 
deserved to be made into a 
live-action film, this is how it 
should be done. It isn't just a 
remake for the sake of a money 
grab by Disney. It truly is a 
Photo courtesy of @beautyandthebeast/lnstagram 
"Beauty and the Beast" continues to be popular at the box office. 
captivate an audience. The 
soundtrack is superb, and the 
•cinematography and setdesign 
make the film believable. 
film worth seeing, especially 
if you'd like an excuse to 
take that someone special 
to the cinema this week. 
Photo courtesy of @ouibeourguest/lnstagram Photo courtesy of @ouibeourguest/lnstagram 
Josh Gad as LeFou, the character suggested to be gay in the film. In the film, Belle's father encourages her to be a unique and strong woman. 
r 
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New nightlife in San Diego 
ALEXIS FAHEY 
Contributor 
"Be sophisticated, or 
don't." This is the tagline 
of the hottest new nightlife 
addition to Downtown San 
Diego: The Oxford Social 
Club. There has been much 
anticipation surrounding its 
opening and how it would 
compare to other successful 
nightclubs in Downtown, 
such as Omnia and Fluxx. 
Although University of 
San Diego students are known 
to frequent Pacific and Mission 
Beaches, Downtown is also 
a destination for students 21 
and over on the weekends. 
Clique Hospitality, a 
hospitality group famous 
for its restaurants, lounges, 
and nightclubs all over the 
country. Clique is the visionary 
behind Oxford Social Club. 
Clique Hospitality partner, 
Andy Masi, wanted to make 
sure Oxford was different 
than any other nightlife 
destination in San Diego. 
"Oxford Social Club will 
put the focus back on the 
experience as a whole and really 
emphasize the things that made 
bars, lounges, and nightclubs 
great in the first place: the 
environment, the drinks, the 
people, the conversations," 
Masi said on Oxford's website. 
The Oxford Social Club 
has a more intimate feeling than 
other larger clubs, yet offers 
bottle service options, big name 
guest artists, and a large venue 
space. This seems to be a hit in 
San Diego, as we have seen the 
success of Omnia Nightclub. 
Mason Burnett, a senior at 
USD, attended Oxford's opening 
weekend party on Feb. 25. 
"[Oxford] really feels like a 
Vegasclub. I love it,"Burnett said. 
A unique aspect of Oxford 
is the variety of music it plays, 
setting itself apart from other 
clubs Downtown, with its mix 
of hip-hop and EDM, appealing 
to a larger group of potential 
guests. On opening weekend, 
they had special surprise guest 
performances by both Rob 
Stone and Kiiara, emphasizing 
the mix of music even more. 
Jennifer Stamos, a senior 
at USD, has been a frequent 
visitor to Oxford since it opened. 
"I love the atmosphere 
in Oxford with lots of tables 
and couches to lounge on, but 
they still play great music to 
dance to," Stamos said. "It's 
definitely my new favorite club 
Downtown, [and Oxford is] so 
much fun. The management 
seems awesome so far: they 
are very accommodating with 
big groups, and the promoters 
definitely take care of you." 
However, a night at 
Oxford can have a hefty price 
tag, especially for college 
students. The cover charge 
to get in is $20 and drinks are 
on the pricier side, similar to 
Omnia. Though popular with 
students, the crowd at Oxford 
seems to be on the older side. 
Justin Bond, a promotional 
host, often reaches out to 
students at USD to help them 
create fun nights at Oxford. 
"Oxford is unlike any venue 
San Diego has seen before," 
Bond said. "With the attention 
to detail, this boutique nightclub 
makes me and its visitors feel 
like they are partying at home. 
Only Rob Stone and Kiiara 
don't make guest appearances 
[at] my home. Our team is like 
a family here: we all provide a 
level of class and our own skills 
to the table in order to assure 
each customer is met with 
their unique demands because 
we are unique ourselves." 
Oxford Social Club is 
Photo courtesy of @theoxfordsd/lnstagram 
Classy ambience and decor sets the tone for the new club. 
located within the new Pendry 
Hotel, 435 5th Avenue, in the 
heart of the Gaslamp District in 
Downtown San Diego. Oxford 
is open Thursday through 
Sunday, from 10pm to 2am. 
If you're looking for a 
new place to check out in San 
Diego, give Oxford a try-it 
truly is a unique experience. 
San Diego CORE 
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April Fools alternative news 
Colachis Plaza to be Colachis Sandbox 
Kelly Kennedy, Feature Editor 
Green spaces are so prevalent on campus that students have 
called for an alternative direction for the Colachis Plaza Expansion 
project. After an informal referendum conducted via Twitter, 
undergraduate students and professors decided that the area 
currently under construction will now become one large sandbox. 
Students living on campus will no longer have to drive to 
the beach because the beach will be right in front of Camino and 
Founders Hall. 
Luckily, construction crews have already eliminated the road 
that previously occupied the space, leaving a large layer of dirt and 
sand in its place. This area will be refined with beach sand imported 
from Turks and Caicos to give the sandbox an international flavor. 
The northeastern corner will be devoted to a life-sized bonsai 
garden where students can relieve stress by raking the sand. Plans 
from the original Colachis Project Expansion will not be completed, 
with the exception of the grand fountain, which will provide 
sandcastle builders with water to create mortar for intricate designs. 
Senior Henry Angstrom is excited for the change in 
construction plans. 
"I can't wait to bury myself in the sandbox and really become 
one with the campus," Angstrom said. 
While many students are excited for the change, others like 
freshman Patty Smith fear that the sandbox will become one giant 
litter box for the feral cats that live in Tecolote Canyon. 
"The feral cats on campus will surely use this new sand 
space to do their business," Smith said. 
The anticipated completion for the sandbox is early June. 
That is, unless the sand shipment gets delayed. 
#usdproblems 
When there's no parking on campus, but don't worry La Gran Terraza has valet 
#usdproblems 
When the oven at Tu Merc is broken #usdproblems 
When you're the only one of your friends with class on Friday #usdproblems 
When you go to an event for the free food, but it's too awkward to leave so you have to 
stay #usdproblems 
When you get stuck behind a tour group in the construction zone #usdproblems 
When national holidays are apparently just a suggestion #usdproblems #presidentsday 
When, no, you don't mean USCD, UCSD, or SDSU #usdproblems 
Local hypebeast swears his Yeezys are real 
» ' * Walker Chuppe. Arts-& Culture Editor 
Perfect candidate found for new VP and Provost 
Elisabeth Smith, News Editor 
The search for the new University of San 
Diego Vice President and Provost has come to an 
end. After a rigorous search process, the University 
announced that former U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden will be joining the USD administration in the 
fall. 
"We are excited to announce the addition 
of Mr. Biden to our administration," an email to the 
campus stated. 
Biden is recently unemployed and was in 
the market for a job. As a Catholic, he said he 
immediately felt at home at USD. 
"I saw this on Craigslist, so I applied," Biden 
said. "My schedule has been so open since I stopped 
going to work with my boy Barack. I just wish he 
would invite me water skiing." 
In addition to the VP and Provost 
responsibilities, Biden said that he hopes his 
relocation will lure former President Barack Obama 
out for a visit. 
"There are so many water sports in San 
Diego," Biden said. "I think Barack will want to finally 
visit me. I miss him so much." 
Biden's presence on campus will initially be a 
shock to students, but soon enough he'll be sharing 
laughs with President Harris and playing pranks 
around school. 
In breaking news, a self-proclaimed hypebeast and San 
Diego local, Jason Santos, denied claims that his new Yeezy Boost 
350s are fakes. The buzz was created when a number of Santos' 
classmates speculated that there was "no way" that the 19-year-
old's sneakers were the real deal. For a multitude of reasons, the 
authenticity of Santos' swag has been called into question. 
The rumor began when Jonathan Liu, a classmate of Santos, 
tried to purchase the latest Yeezy Boost 350 v2 on Feb. 11, as did 
countless other hypebeasts. Rated as a "must cop" sneaker by 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia 
Biden was a shoe-in for the Vice President and Provost position. 
Photo courtesy of @flightclub/lnstagram 
Played Out Magazine, the $220 Yeezy colorway 
attracted considerable attention from many young 
adults attempting to purchase approval from their 
peers. However, the shoes sold out online in a matter 
of seconds, leaving many swag hunters with broken 
hearts and egos. Liu spoke about his frustration, and 
professed his doubts about the legitimacy of Santos' 
own pair. 
"Yeah I tried to get a pair," Liu said. "But nah 
they sold out right quick. No way that fool could have 
gotten a pair. I woke up at 4am and couldn't swipe 
em. 
In addition to these speculations, other 
classmates noted skepticisms about the sneakers. 
Donovan Marks saw that Santos didn't get a 
desirable social media reaction after posting about 
his new purchase. 
"He posted a picture of them on Instagram last 
Sunday before he wore them to class," Marks said. 
"But it's weird because [the picture] only got 14 likes 
in six hours, and he used like 20 hashtags. Normally, 
Yeezys are good for at least 100—maybe even a 
regram—that's what you buy them for. Someone also 
called [the sneakers] out for being fake, and I think he 
deleted the comment." 
A slew of reports came in on Friday, alleging 
Santos also attempted to leverage his new sneakers 
to ask a female classmate to a date at the mall, but 
was ultimately rejected. 
And with that, the hypebeast's dreams were 
crushed—it turns out that the only people who care 
about the sneakers are other hypebeasts, not regular 
people. 
These shoes are lit. Nora Brewington/The USD Vista 
MANCHESTER 
EXECUTIVE 
Photo courtesy of Wikimedia 
The construction plan for main campus coming fall 2017. 
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Cooking classes and practical skills 




weaving may not be a class 
offered at the University 
of Sao Diego, but cooking 
classes taught by a 
Food Network chef are. 
Just before spring break, 
USD . Auxiliary Services 
opened registration for a series 
of free cooking classes hosted 
by celebrity chef Penny Davidi. 
Davidi has been featured 
on several cooking shows, 
including Food Network Star, 
Chopped All Stars, Cutthroat 
Kitchen, and Kitchen Inferno. 
Davidi is well-known in 
the food industry and serves 
as a culinary specialist, 
culinary consultant, and 
chef ambassador to 
several renowned brands. 
Registration for the 
classes reached capacity 
less than two hours after 
it became available to 
students and faculty. 
Loryn Johnson, 
Marketing Directorfor Auxiliary 
Services, was surprised that 
the classes filled so quickly. 
"We knew people would 
be interested, but we didn't 
realize it would be quite 
so popular," Johnson said. 
Johnson explained 
that USD's partnership 
with U.S. Foods created 
the cooking class series. 
"[U.S. Foods] has been 
one of ourprimary food vendors 
for several years now, and we 
wanted to do a cooking class 
series for some time, but it can 
be difficult to get going when 
we have the other operations 
to run," Johnson said. "They 
are providing us with the 
chef talent, and then we are 
responsible for bringing the 
food and organizing the event." 
The six-part series will 
cover a variety of ingredients 
and dishes, ranging from 
grains and omelets to 
S a 
Photos courtesy of USD Dining Services 
Davidi will teach a series of six cooking classes. 
smoothies and comfort foods, 
and will be held during dead 
hours in Pavilion Dining. 
Johnson explained 
that the choice in menu was 
largely inspired by Davidi's 
background in and passion 
for Middle Eastern food. 
"We wanted the classes 
to have somewhat of a healthy 
component," Johnson said. 
"We also know that the whole 
Mediterranean style of eating 
is pretty healthy and popular 
these days. That's kind of [Chef 
Penny's] specialty, and she 
proposed a variety of classes 
to us ranging from grains to 
smoothies to comfort foods." 
Davidi's menu combines 
classic combinations 
with healthy twists. The 
introduction class covered 
a variety of grains, ranging 
from quinoa and farro to 
couscous and wheat berry. 
Subsequent classes, which 
run through May 18, will 
cover other dishes including 
egg white omelets, burgers, 
pot roast, brussel sprouts, 
and macaroni and cheese. 
Johnson also emphasized 
that the series is a great way for 
students to learn more about 
cooking and practice putting 
together a balanced dish. 
"[The series] was first 
opened up to the students 
because they are the primary 
audience that we wanted 
to take advantage of this, 
especially students who 
don't know how to cook or 
feel that they could improve 
their skills," Johnson said. 
Junior Amanda 
Ennis attended the 
first class in the series. 
"I do feel like I learned 
quite a bit about the grains," 
Ennis said. "It was nice to 
learn about their textures 
and flavors and what kinds of 
add-ins went well with them." 
Ennis registered for the 
class to learn more about 
cooking and expand her skills. 
"I have always enjoyed 
baking, but have not ever been 
the biggest fan of cooking," 
Ennis said. "I think the class 
[was] very helpful and fun. 
There really is no recipe for 
the things we [made], you 
the same instruction. I don't 
know much about things like 
what health care I need or 
how to negotiate a salary, but 
I'll probably learn it when I'm 
approached with the situation." 
This skill set disparity 
even prompted two women 
to create The Adulting School 
in Portland, Maine in 2016. 
"I do feel like I learned quite a bit about 
the grains. It was nice to learn about their 
textures and flavors and what kinds of 
add-ins went well with them." 
-Amanda Ennis 
[got] to choose what you 
add into your dish. The USD 
chefs [were] very helpful 
in aiding us in getting any 
dishes we need or suggesting 
different pairings and such." 
As college students take 
on greater independence, 
some skills formerly taught 
by home economics classes 
can be lost in the transition 
away from dependence 
on parents or guardians. 
Senior Claire Flynn didn't 
have the option to take a home 
economics class in high school. 
"There was one day my 
senior year of high school 
where they taught us how to 
balance a check, but there 
weren't any course offerings," 
Flynn said. "I learned how 
to cook from my parents, 
and, once I got to college, 
I learned by trial and error." 
Flynn doesn't feel 
that she is graduating with 
a strong sense of how to 
complete typical adult tasks. 
"For people who are in 
the business school, some 
of their classes teach them 
how to manage finances 
and such," Flynn said. "As a 
sociology and environmental 
sciences student, I don't get 
The online program has 
instructional modules that 
include Finances, Make it/Fix 
it, Relationships & Community, 
and Health & Wellness. Some 
classes are offered through 
local workshops in Portland. 
"Come here instead 
of calling your parents," 
the website said. 
Flynn noted that she 
and many other students 
would benefit from workshops 
or other opportunities 
that USD could provide. 
"It would be cool to have 
some kind of workshop to 
learn life skills," Flynn said. 
Though Auxiliary 
Services does not currently 
offer other resources for 
students to learn cooking 
skills, Johnson encouraged 
students to talk to campus 
chefs about their experiences. 
"I always think in Pavilion 
Dining that it's a good idea to 
chat with the chefs, especially 
if there is a certain type of 
food that they're making that 
you're interested in," Johnson 
said. "[The chefs] always like 
to talk about their craft, and we 
recommend that, if studentsare 
interested, they can strike up a 
conversation with our chefs." 
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Tate's time as the USD president 
What it takes to be "President for a Day" 
JENNIFER GIVENS 
Asst. Feature Editor 
When he first arrived 
on campus, President 
James T. Harris III drew 
attention from students and 
faculty for his openness to 
the community and desire 
to hear the perspectives 
of everyone on campus. 
One way Harris attempts 
to accomplish this is through 
switching roles with a student 
for a day. Harris established 
the annual event as university 
president at both Defiance 
College and Widener 
University. Now, in his second 
year at the University of San 
Diego, Harris again invited 
all undergraduate students 
to apply for the switch. 
The application to 
be president for the day 
is extensive, according to 
Pamela Gray Payton who 
processes these applications 
that are filled out online. Her 
role is to filter the applications 
that are finished correctly 
and meet the requirements. 
Gray Payton explained 
what makes an application 
standoutandwhattheselection 
committee is looking for. 
"We are looking at 
substance and the time 
the student took to answer 
these questions," Gray 
Payton said. "There are 
clearly distinctions that I 
have seen in the responses. 
There are some that clearly 
are not as serious, and 
others are really thoughtful." 
While all questions 
on the application matter, 
there are some that stand 
out more than others to 
those who exarhine the 
each-individual question. The 
scores are totaled. We had 5 
students who were selected 
to present in front of the 
committee. Based on those 
presentations, the committee 
graded them, and, at the end 
of the day, we had a winner." 
Last year's winner was 
then-junior Will Tate. He 
switched roles with President 
Harris on April 23, 2016. 
After being chosen, Tate 
was thrust into President 
Harris's position. He showed 
up in a suit, tie, and the 
President's pin on his lapel. 
Meanwhile, President 
Harris was in a USD hoodie 
and jeans ready to attend 
Tate's classes. The roles 
switched after a brief meeting 
between Tate and Harris. 
Then, Harris was off toting 
Dr. Harris @USDpres • 4/12/16 
The University is in good hands today 
with Will Tate as USD President for the 
Day. 
applications and score them. 
Questions include 
the following: "If you were 
hired as president, what 
would be the first issue 
you would address?" and 
"What are the characteristics 
of a good president?" 
The board that scores 
these applications is a 
compilation of faculty and 
staff. They were tasked with 
choosing a winner from the 58 
applications received last year. 
"There is a team of seven 
on the selection committee," 
Gray Payton said. "They 
are representatives from 
Student Affairs, University 
Ministry, the AS President, a 
staff employee, and a faculty 
member from the School of 
Arts and Sciences and the 
School of Business. Each is 
given a rate sheet from a scale 
of 0 to 10. They rate questions 
on individual responses to 
Tate's book and backpack. 
During his busy day, Tate 
spoke with administrators 
about the USD Master Plan, 
reviewed the applications of 
prospective students on the 
wait list for admission, and 
discussed campus culture 
with Vice President of Student 
Affairs' Carmen Vasquez 
and Associate Professor of 
Communication Studies and 
Associate Provost, Inclusion 
and Diversity Esteban del Rio, 
and several others. Tate also 
met with and addressed San 
Diego City Council members. 
Tate shared some of 
his experience as "President 
for a Day," as well as how 
he addressed his issue 
about diversity on campus 
in his many meetings. 
"In the application 
process, one of the areas I 
spent most of my time with 
was the issue I would solve 
if I were 'President for a 
Day,'" Tate said. "It was an 
issue that was dear to my 
heart, and I framed it as a 
cause and effect. I said that 
students didn't feel they were 
being heard by the president 
because they don't feel like 
they are being heard by other 
students. And if they are not 
being heard by other students 
and the president, then they 
won't feel like they are being 
changemakers here at USD." 
With Tate's issue being 
diversity, he focused on 
all' marginalized groups on 
campus. As a black man, 
Tate drew on his experience 
in a marginalized group to 
bring substance to his issue. 
"I think faculty and 
students know what the 
problem is or problems are," 
Tate said. "Students don't 
feel like they are being heard 
because there is no action, but 
there are actions being taken. 
They are very incremental. 
They are not going to happen 
overnight, but there are 
certain things that can. I don't 
understand a lot about the 
administration of the university, 
but that day I got to see the 
administrative side of things." 
Throughout his day, Tate 
explained that he gained more 
insight into President Harris's 
daily tasks. Tate shared that 
he also gained valuable insight 
into the difficulty in solving 
the issue he first presented. 
"I don't think that I was 
successful in addressing the 
issue because there is a wide 
variety of experiences that I 
may not be able to speak to 
[and] I was not able to explain 
in detail the other marginalized 
groups on campus," Tate said. 
Tate wishes that 
students had an outlet to 
express the needs of their 
organizations holisticaliy. 
"I was using a lot 
of blanket statements in 
addressing my issue. I wish 
there was an opportunity 
where organizations can 
really write down what they 
are struggling with and have it 
in writing and combine those 
issue and address them." 
It is also important to 
see Tate's peers' reaction 
to the switch. As Harris 
attended Tate's class, each 
of his classmates were 
new "President for a Day." 
"Whatever doors 
that have been opened, 
whatever privileges gained, 
or opportunities that have 
been given for the day, open 
those doors to those who 
do not have those same 
connections or opportunity," 
"I don't think that I was successful in 
addressing the issue [of student voice on 
campus] because there is a wide variety 
of experiences that I may not be able to 
speak to." 
given a unique opportunity 
to interact and discuss in-
class, interdisciplinary topics 
with their president. Tate 
recalled his classmates telling 
him that President Harris 
really listened and asked 
great questions in class. 
Tate offered a few 
words of advice to the 
-Will Tate 
Tate said. "If there has been 
a door or opportunity that 
had been open to you, bring 
some more people with you." 
The application process 
has closed, and a winner 
will be announced on April 
13. The student selected will 
get a unique experience and 
have the chance to make an 
Photos courtesy of USD News/Flickr 
This year, another student will switch roles with Harris. 
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How TO GET CLASS CREDIT 
Although the University of San Diego offers resources like the Degree Audit Report 
System (DARS) to help students manage their graduation requirements, 
sometimes students still find themselves scrambling for an extra unit here or there. 
Sometimes it can be hard to find ways to fulfill these unit requirements, especially 
when classes fill up or you are already taking a full course load. Luckily, there are 
some alternative methods of earning units that students might not be aware of. 
By Dani DeVries 
Fitness 
Whether the freshman 15 hit you hard; or you simply want to keep healthy, fitness classes are a great option 
to get some exercise in while earning credit. If the typical spin or yoga class isn't your thing, don't be 
discouraged. Classes range from surfing to ballet, hiking to scuba diving, self-defense to everything in 
between. If you don't have the time to commit to classes each week, or are already happy with your exercise 
regime, there are still some options. Some classes, like CPR can be completed in one Saturday to earn an 
entire semester's worth of credit. 
Perhaps the most practical 
of all the class replacement 
options is completing an 
internship. Interning is a 
way to get hands-on 
learning experience in your 
chosen field. Although 
there are limits regarding 
what internships can count 
for credit, for the most part, 
as long as the internship is 
related to your major, it will 
be approved. Internships 
count for three units and 
can be repeated once to 
total two classes worth of 
credit. As an added bonus 
in some cases, the 
professor in charge of the 
class can help you secure 
an internship if you are 
having trouble finding one 
yourself. 
Media 
If you have a passion for writing, broadcast, or radio, or 
simply want to hang out with the USD media staff, this 
may be the option for you. By working on at least five 
projects a semester, whether that be writing five articles 
or hosting five radio shows, you can earn one upper 
division credit as Media Practicum. Additionally, the 
class can be repeated up to three times, meaning it can 
replace an entire class, all while boosting your resume 
and your GPA. 
CLEP 
CLEP exams, otherwise known as the College 
Level Examination Program, are tests you can take 
for college credit. Picture Advanced Placement 
tests, but while you are in college. Most universities 
accept these exams, and, here at USD, exams in 
36 subjects can be used in place of classes. These 
subjects include psychology, history, business, 
English, foreign language, science, and math. The 
best part is that tests typically cost around $80, or 
are free for those in the military, consist of only 
multiple choice questions, and need a score of 50 
percent or higher to earn credit. 
One of the best ways to 
replace credit while 
simultaneously giving back 
to the community is 
through the English 
department's tutoring 
program. Instead of 
heading to class, you can 
head to a local elementary 
school to tutor students in 
English. All majors are 
welcome to participate in 
the program, and the 
amount of units you earn is 
up to you, depending on 
how many hours you want 
to devote a week. 
Nora Brewington/The USD Vista 
I . . ' s 
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Facebook ads invading videos 
% 
Op-ed: Parking problems out of control 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
As the school year at 
the University of San Diego 
inches toward its close, 
some students' motivation 
also takes a dive. For many 
students, daydreaming 
about summer comes with 
procrastination, often spent 
scrolling through social media. 
After checking Instagram, 
your friends' Snapchat stories, 
and Twitter, you move on to 
Facebook. One of the best 
distractions from schoolwork 
can be Facebook's seemingly 
bottomless pit of videos, some 
funny, other educational or 
emotional, but all equally 
successful at wasting time. 
For those that frequently 
scroll through these types 
of videos, you may have 
noticed something different 
the last time you logged on: 
advertisements placed in 
the middle of your video. 
Facebook announced the 
new advertising strategy at the 
end of February, but is testing 
it in waves, so not everyone 
has experienced the ads yet. 
For many who have had their 
videos interrupted, it can be a 
frustrating experience. Given 
that most videos on the site are 
under five minutes, having your 
video interrupted on several 
occasions in such a short 
time frame can be annoying. 
Unlike YouTube or similar 
video-heavy sites that play 
their ads at the beginning of 
the video, Facebook interrupts 
your viewing experience at 
random with these ads. These 
interruptions can come at 
awkward times, as there does 
not appear to be any rhyme 
or reason to the breaking 
points. As a result, these ads 
can ruin the video, and may 
deter some from watching 
the video in the first place. 
Senior Kathlyn Avery 
noted that the addition of 
ads has detracted from her 
Facebook video browsing. 
Connect with friends and the 
world around you on Facebook, 
Sste photos and updates fret 
Share what's new 
Sign Up 
Photo courtesy of Christina Yacono/Flickr 
Facebook is seeming losing popularity among millennials. 
enough of it. How does it make 
sense that I pay $280 a year to 
be able to park on campus and 
yet finding parking is beyond 
difficult? Students at Point 
Loma Nazerene University 
don't have to pay for their 
permits, begging the question 
of why we have to pay so much. 
I spent 35 minutes driving 
around campus this past 
week to find a spot. That's 
more than double the amount 
of time it takes me to drive 
from my house to school. 
And, call me crazy, but when 
I have to be in the SLP, I don't 
normally feel like parking all 
the way down in the West Lot. 
Unfortunately, that is what 
Parking Services expects us 
to do when the dreaded "lot 
full" sign is posted outside the 
Mission Parking Structure, 
which let's be honest, is 
more often than not recently. 
Although parking has 
almost always been impacted, 
this semester it seems to 
have reached an extreme 
level due to the~ construction 
taking place around campus. 
Approximately 60 spots are 
gone for good due to the 
construction project on the 
west side of campus. Now, 
"I don't go on Facebook 
very often, but when I do I like 
to check out the new Buzzfeed 
videos," Avery said. "The last 
time I logged on, the videos 
started playing with ads, and I 
was really thrown off. It made 
me not want to watch at all." 
Senior Bethany Mok 
noted that sometimes the 
advertisements are too 
long when compared to the 
videos themselves, and 
this length isn't justified. 
"I think that Facebook 
ads interrupting videos are 
completely unnecessary," 
Mok said. "All I want to 
watch is my 30-second long 
Tasty video, and the ads as it is already becoming 
are longer than the video less popular among younger 
Photo courtesy of JD Lasica/Flickr 
Facebook's founder, Mark Zuckerberg, discusses changes to the platform. 
DANI DEVRIES 
Opinion Editor 
those spots alone would be one 
thing, but let's not discount the 
other spots the construction 
has taken away. The 
Immaculata lot is now closed 
because of construction, 
along with the Hughes lot and 
bits of the Olin lot. We also 
can't forget part of the Law 
lot, since it's being reserved 
so that the construction 
workers have a place to park. 
Don't worry, La Gran 
Terraza still has a • valet 
service, which, by the way, 
takes up valuable spots in the 
Mission Parking Structure. 
Those spots that aren't 
reserved for the valet are often 
instead being held for visitors 
on campus for conferences or 
events. And while USD doesn't 
seem to have a problem 
accommodating these visitors, 
students and faculty may end 
up having to compete for an 
inadequate amount of spots. 
It shouldn't be this way. 
Students shouldn't be late 
to class because they either 
had to drive around for a half 
hour to find parking or park 
super far away from their 
classrooms. We shouldn't 
have to compete with visitors 
for precious spots or risk 
"I think that Facebook ads interrupting 
videos are completely unneccesary. All I 
want to watch is my 30-second long Tasty 
video, and the ads are longer than the 
video themselves. It's ridiculous." 
-Bethany Mok 
themselves. It's ridiculous." 
While these ads seem 
to make financial sense for 
Facebook, it could also hurt 
the brand by driving users 
away. This could be especially 
detrimental to the platform, 
users. These ads are in 
the beginning stages, and 
Facebook is sure to work out 
the kinks before finalizing 
the new ad model. For now 
though, they seem to be an 
unwelcome change for many. 
Let me preface this by 
saying that I love USD. In my 
four years here, I have met 
some great people, taken 
awesome classes, and simply 
enjoyed my college experience 
as a whole. But even the best 
of the best has its downsides, 
and USD is not without its 
flaws. Few things cause 
me more irritation than the 
state of parking here at USD. 
Let's start with the 
obvious: there simply isn't 
getting a ticket for parking in a 
reserved or yellow-lined spot. 
Unless you are a supremely 
lucky person, this is the reality 
you face when trying to park on 
campus within a reasonable 
distance of your classroom. 
It's out of control, and 
it needs to be addressed. I-
never thought I would be in 
favor of "paving over paradise 
to put up a parking lot," but 
in this instance it might be 
a necessary evil. Let's be 
honest, USD has enough 
lawns. USD maintains dozens 
of immaculate lawns across 
campus and is in the process 
of adding more. In our effort 
to increase landscaping on 
campus, parking spots seem 
to be getting the axe. USD 
simply cannot expect to foster 
growth without providing more 
parking, it's just not realistic. 
Perhaps Parking Services 
might consider starting to 
regulate the amount of parking 
permits sold each year, 
reimagine resident parking 
areas, or start paving. When the 
thought of parking on campus 
is a daily dread for students, 
something's gotta give. 
Photo courtesy of Dani DeVries 
This car jumps to snag a rare spot in the Mission Parking 
Structure. 
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Filip Vittek has stamped his name in the USD tennis record 
NOAH HILTON 
Asst. Sports Editor 
The American Dream is 
more disputed than it should be. 
Originating as a way 
to motivate and encourage 
colonists' conquering of the 
continent, it soon morphed into 
a magnet attracting ambitious 
outsidersfromalloverthe world. 
Whether they crossed 
the Atlantic or the Pacific to 
get here, these immigrants' 
focus on the promise of 
a better life pushed them 
through any obstacles 
they faced along the way. 
In this era of proposed 
travel bans and tighter 
immigration laws, American-
fueled aspirations have 
come under fire from 
both sides of the aisle. 
In the ongoing debate of 
how to best protect the ideals 
on which this country was built, 
then, many of the individual 
stories end up lost among 
a sea of political buzzwords 
and partisan persuasions. 
One of those national 
narratives is Filip Vittek, 
University of San Diego tennis 
hand in the professional ranks. 
"I tried to go [professional] 
after I graduated from high 
school, but after a half-year I 
realized just how tough it is in 
the pros and started looking 
for colleges around the U.S.," 
Vittek said. "American schools 
offered an opportunity to 
combine education with sports, 
something you can't really 
do in a lot of other countries." 
Being about as far as 
one can get from San Diego, 
however, the process of getting 
Vittek into the sunshine of 
Southern California was a little 
more unconventional than that 
of other athletes on campus. 
"I was actually 
supposed to go to the 
University of Wisconsin and 
had taken an official visit 
there already," Vittek said. 
When that fell through, 
Vittek was forced to re-examine 
his options, which included 
researching USD online. 
"Unfortunately, there 
was a mistake made in the 
school's admissions office 
with my paperwork, meaning 
I had three or four weeks to 
find a new school," Vittek said. 
"I had no idea I was close to breaking the 
record until somebody told me. I had a few 
matches to go at that point, and worked hard 
in every practice and match leading up to 
the match against Washington that I actually 
broke the record in. It was a great feeling, . 
knowing that all of my hard work had paid 
off." 
-Filip Vittek 
star and new owner of the USD 
career record for men's tennis 
doubles victories, with 78. 
Vittek, a native of 
Slovakia, came to the United 
States in 2013 to pursue a 
college career on the tennis 
court after briefly trying his 
"I looked up USD based on 
the tennis program and the 
school's academics, and was 
able to learn more about the 
program through Facebook 
and social media. I knew a guy 
on the team then, and he was 
able to help put me in touch 
books (left). Vittek and doubles 
with the coach, too. We spoke 
on Skype, and pretty soon I 
had decided to come here." 
Vittek's atypical path to 
Alcala Park would soon be 
followed up by an even more 
extraordinary start to his 
college career upon arrival. 
Adjusting to life in the 
States meant dealing with the 
intricacies of American society. 
"One of the biggest 
shocks was how friendly 
people were here," Vittek 
said. "[I didn't know it was] to 
the point that random people 
would start talking to you when 
you were walking around." 
As a freshman, Vittek 
won all-conference honors 
and was named USD's Male 
Torero Rookie of the Year. 
Now 23, the senior 
credits this near-immediate 
breakout to the short-term 
exposure he received on 
the professional circuit. 
"I had played tournaments 
and had experience there," 
Vittek said. "That, combined 
with starting my freshman 
season as a 20-year-old, 
allowed me to have a lot 
of confidence early on." 
That success quickly 
translated into appearances 
in the NCAA Doubles 
Championships in each of 
the last two years, advancing 
as far as the Round of 16 
last year in an experience 
that Vittek describes as 
nothing short of great. 
"I loved being able to 
see where my skill level was 
and to compare it to the best 
players in the country and 
to see what to improve and 
what to work on," Vittek said. 
These victories set the 
stage for his culminating 
campaign this year and the 
top spot in the school record 
books that came with it. 
"It's actually an interesting 
story leading up to the record 
because I knew the results but 
not my record," Vittek said. 
Photos courtesy of USD Athletics 
partner Joshua Page form a dynamic duo (right). 
"I had no idea I was close 
to breaking the record until 
somebody told me. I had a few 
matches to go at that point, 
and worked hard in every 
practice and match leading 
up to the match against 
Washington that I actually 
broke the record in. It was a 
great feeling, knowing that all 
of my hard work had paid off." 
Unlike some of the other 
top athletes on campus, 
however, Vittek flies more 
under the radar than most. The 
lack of buzz, he said, forces 
him and his teammates to draw 
motivation from each other. 
"We have nine guys on 
the team, and we motivate 
each other," Vittek said. "There 
might be times when I come 
to the court and feel tired, but 
when I look at the other guys 
and know I have to work hard 
for them, it makes it a lot easier. 
More than anything, we're 
motivated by winning because 









His future, however, 
remains a bit uncertain. 
"My visa sponsorship 
is through tennis," Vittek 
said. "So my career will 
probably come through there 
as a player or instructor." 
The story of the senior 
who relaxes with video games 
and yoga away from the court is 
certainly one worth celebrating. 
There are no ulterior 
motives with the Slovakian, 
only a drive to dominate and a 
clear appreciation of the good 
things that have come his way. 
In a time when the mere 
existence of such an ideal 
can be threatened, Filip 
Vittek represents . a worthy 
exception right here at USD. 
More than anything, 
that is something deserving 
of on-your-feet applause 
from all corners of the globe. 
Vittek is one of eight international players on the team. 
SPORTS EDITOR ASST. SPORTS EDITOR 
MATTHEW ROBERSON NOAH HILTON 
@mroberson22 @thebackseatlamp 
Filip Vittek: from Slovakia to USD school records 
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Athletes react to Trump's presidency 
MATTHEW ROBERSON 
Sports Editor 
Fair warning: this 
article will not stick to sports. 
In the wake of Donald 
Trump's presidency, the lines 
between sports and politics 
have become increasingly 
blurred. Having such a divisive 
personality in the Oval Office 
has led many famous athletes 
to use their celebrity platform to 
speak up about their feelings. 
As some of the most 
recognizable faces in 
America, athletes have 
the power to shape and 
influence public thought like 
few other professions can. 
With that in mind, many 
sports fans have become 
perturbed by their favorite 
players stepping outside the 
traditional sphere that sports 
occupies in our society. 
Look in the comments of any 
athlete's tweet that ventures 
into the political realm, and 
you will surely find a faceless 
egg avatar instructing 
them to stick to sports. 
The difficult part of this 
argument is that we live in an 
unprecedented era of access, 
both in terms of access to 
our president and our sports 
heroes. The intersection 
of these two phenomena 
has inevitably led to the 
sports heroes offering their 
thoughts on the president, 
a man who many of them 
vehemently disagree with. 
This is not to say 
that everyone who scores 
touchdowns or swishes three 
pointers is a left-leaning liberal. 
In fact, several prominent 
athletes have used their public 
platform to voice their support 
for President Trump. Richie 
Incognito, a Pro Bowl guard 
for the Buffalo Bills, explained 
to Bleacher Report in October 
why he supported Trump. 
"I think that he can help 
this nation get back to a world 
superpower," Incognito said. 
"Where I think he could help 
is putting us first again and 
having that—it's my mentality, 
too—having that tough attitude 
where you put America first 
and everyone's thinking 
we're the greatest nation in 
the world. Don't mess with 
America. That toughness is 
where I identify with him." 
Cleveland Indians 
pitcher Trevor Bauer took to 
Twitter on Feb. 9 to express 
his displeasure about what 
he believes to be an anti-
Trump bias in the media. 
"Really annoyed 
that @Apple and @Twitter 
continue to flood my phone 
with liberal slanted anti-Trump 
articles," Bauer tweeted. "Fair 
and equal reporting? No?" 
The 26-year-old 
righthander went on to post 
several other messages, 
including ones stating that 
almost all of his teammates 
supported Trump and that 
he had been long awaiting 
a president that didn't fit 
the current political system. 
While there are a handful 
of athletes, both active and 
retired, that have sided 
with Trump, New England 
Patriots quarterback Tom 
Brady has created one of the 
biggest stirs by constantly 
deflecting any questions 
regarding his friendship with 
the Commander in Chief. 
"I have called him, yes, 
Gregg Popovich and Steve 
Kerr, have used their high-
profile positions to draw a 
hard line between them and 
the White House's actions. 
In late January, on the 
heels of the heavily attended 
Women's March, Popovich, 
the longtime San Antonio 
Spurs leader, explained why 
he struggles to vibe with 
the leader of our nation. 
"I'd just feel better if 
somebody was in that position 
that showed the maturity and 
psychological and emotional 
level of somebody that was 
his age," Popovich said. "It's 
dangerous, and it doesn't do 
us any good. I hope he does 
a great job, but there's a 
difference between respecting 
the office of the presidency 
and who occupies it." 
While Popovich's 
comments seem to have 
been measured, and marked 
by eloquent thoughts, other 
athletes chose to get straight 
to the point, eliminating 
any room for speculation 
or baseless assumptions 
about the true meaning 
of the message. Toronto 
Raptors point guard Kyle 
"I haven't even thought about it. I am not going 
to go [to the White House], I can elaborate later 
on in life. [...] People know how I feel about it." 
-Martellus Bennett 
in the past," Brady said. "But, 
again, that's been someone 
I've known. I always try to 
keep it in context because for 
16 years you know someone 
before maybe he was in 
the position that he was in. 
He's been very supportive 
of me for a long time. It's 
just a friendship. Why does 
everybody make such a big 
deal? I don't understand it." 
While Brady has been 
notoriously mysterious about 
his voting allegiances, an 
overwhelming majority of the 
political commentary from 
the sports world has been 
staunchly against Trump. 
Some of the most visible 
figures in sports, including 
LeBron James, Stephen 
Curry, and NBA head coaches 
Photo 
Martellus Bennett is the NFL's 
courtesy of The Comeback/Twitter 
most outspoken player. 
Lowry graced the media with 
one of the more memorable 
soundbites to come from the 
sports world thus far in 2017. 
On Jan. 30, with the 
effects of Trump's shortsighted 
and unsuccessful travel ban 
executive order still being 
felt, the three-time All-Star 
dropped a profanity-filled 
answer when asked about his 
thoughts regarding the ban. 
Hoping to get the 
Raptors' floor general to 
provide a more print-friendly 
quote, a reporter suggested 
that Lowry try answering 
the question again without 
cursing. Lowry firmly declined. 
"Y'all got to bleep [the 
expletives] out," Lowry said. 
"That's how I feel about it." 
Perhaps inevitably, the 
political rhetoric that has 
emerged from the sports world 
has understandably quelled 
since January. With any 
event, the further-removed 
society gets from its actual 
occurrence typically quiets 
the conversation about it. 
For NBA and MLB 
players, the obligations of 
their in-progress or quickly 
approaching seasons 
understandably required 
most of their attention. One 
would guess it's harder 
to fight social injustices 
when preparing to play four 
basketball games in five nights 
or flying to the desert to begin 
a month of Spring Training. 
This has turned 
much of the politics-sports 
intersectionality conversation 
totheNFL. In the days following 
Photo courtesy of Hoop Ball/Twitter 
Kyle Lowry strongly voiced his opinion on the travel ban. 
their miraculous comeback 
victory in Super Bowl LI, news 
came out of the New England 
Patriots' headquarters that 
several of their players would 
skip the traditional White 
House visit that comes with 
a Super Bowl championship. 
Tight end Martellus 
Bennett, one of the league's 
most outspoken players, 
furthered that narrative by 
announcing shortly after the 
final whistle that he had never 
even considered taking the 
trip to Pennsylvania Avenue. 
"I haven't even thought 
about it," Bennett said. "I am 
not going to go. I can elaborate 
later on in life. [...] People 
know how I feel about it." 
Skipping visits to the 
White House is nothing new 
for Patriot players. In fact, 
Brady, the most famous Patriot 
of all, skipped the trip in 2015 
after the team's victory in 
Super Bowl XLIX. Journalists, 
bloggers, and fans everywhere 
will certainly be monitoring 
the quarterback's attendance 
for New England's first trip to 
Donald Trump's White House, 
which now has an official date. 
Last week, White House 
press secretary Sean Spicer 
announced thatthePatriots'trip 
to meet the president will take 
place on April 19. Like Bennett, 
Branch will sit out as well. 
However, some of them 
cited other reasons besides 
Bennett's disagreement with 
Trump's lifestyle and political 
demeanor. Branch simply said 
that he planned on hanging 
out with his family instead. 
Hightower, who also turned 
down an invitation to Barack 
Obama's White House after 
the Patriots' Super Bowl victory 
in 2014, said that he's already 
been there and done that. 
One thing remains true 
for many of us during this 
tumultuous political climate: 
we have not been there or 
done that. Not since the 
1960s, long before a majority 
of today's college students 
were born, have sports and 
politics been forced to intersect 
in such a public manner. 
Back then it was 
Muhammad AN refusing 
to fight in the Vietnam 
War, and John Carlos and 
Tommie Smith raising black-
gloved fists at the Olympics. 
While it's up to the 
individual to decide how they 
feel about NBA coaches 
slamming the president, 
grown men turning down 
an opportunity to meet the 
president, or even Colin 
Kaepernick kneeling for 
the national anthem, one 
Photo courtesy of Blasting News/Twitter 
The White House will host the Patriots on April 19, 2017. 
many of his teammates will 
also be making other plans 
for that day. Defensive back 
Devin McCourty, linebacker 
Dont'a Hightower, running 
back LeGarrette Blount, 
and defensive linemen 
Chris Lona and Alan 
overriding idea seems to be 
bubbling to the surface of 
the sports-politics cauldron. 
Athletes, for as long 
as they feel the need to 
speak up about perceived 
wrongdoings in Washington, 
will not stick to sports. 
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USD football team holds Pro Day 
On Thursday, March 23, the University of San Diego football team held its annual Pro Day on campus. 
Seven players from the 2016 team (cornerbacks Jamal Agnew and Devyn Bryant, defensive linemen 
Jalen Smith and Jamal Newman, wide receiver Brian Riley, and running backs Jonah Hodges and 
Jereke Armstrong) participated in drills on the field and workouts in the weight room while NFL scouts, 
fans, and media members looked on. Two former Toreros, offensive lineman Pono Keni and wide 
receiver Brandon White, also took part in the event. 
Players ran the 40-yard dash, pro shuttle and three cone shuttle, measured their broad and vertical 
jumps, and did bench presses of 225 pounds. After that they were put through positional drills on the field 
under the watchful eye of scouts. 
Photo courtesy of USD Athletics 
Cornerback Devyn Bryant does the broad jump on Manchester Field. Bryant had two interceptions and 16 pass breakups during the 2016 season. 
Photo courtesy of USD Athletics 
Cornerback Jamal Agnew recorded a vertical jump of 36 inches (left). Wide receiver Brian Riley runs a 40-yard dash. Riley had 986 yards in 2016 (right). 
Pro Day Results 
Event Top Performers Result 
40-yard dash Jamal Agnew 4.32 seconds Jonah Hodges 4.53 seconds 
Vertical jump Jonah Hodges 38 inches Jamal Agnew 36 inches 
Broad jump Brian Riley 10 feet, 7 inches Jamal Agnew 10 feet, 5 inches 
